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COMPOSER’S NOTE

The 3-movement structure reflects my essentially classical outlook concerning concertos. Traditionally,
this design favours the listener, as it were, first in the head, then in the heart, and finally in the toes. My
Concerto for Euphonium with brass band fits comfortably into this scheme.

Throughout the work the solo has been given several companions with whom he indulges in duet-
playing, mostly lightly accompanied by small sections of the band in harmonic support. The first Solo B
flat cornet, and the Soprano E flat are mainly used for this, but even the second Euphonium (in the
slow movement) and timpani and trombones (in the finale) are often given important thematic
elements.

Technically, in the first movement, the soloist has to combine clear strong phrases with gentle
melismatic meandering, as well as negotiating many acute-angled leaps which justify themselves by the
enharmonic changes beneath. ,

In the slow movement secure breath control is called for to sustain even flow in the main long
melody. This movement also contains the only cadenza element in the work — two pastoral-flavoured
passages, which I dedicate to the mysteriously beautiful Border-country.

The finale opens with a driving, motoric introduction on the trombone-trio with virtuoso timpani
punctuation. It is followed by a cheeky rondo theme for the soloist. Repeated quotations of this are
elaborated with increasingly intricate variations, as if urged on by the ever more harmonically
adventurous quotes from the band, until an unaccompanied whole-tone version of the theme brings the
work to a fast close. _ '

After completing the work, I discovered that the final resolutions of each movement followed the
key pattern C—D—E flat. It seems that the initial idea of a concerto in C minor was guided by the kindly
hand of the Goddess of Tonality — long may she prosper! Joseph Horovitz, 1991

The piano part has been arranged from the original brass-band orchestration by the composer. It
represents the original only in its simplest outlines, even harmonically, but it will help the soloist to
familiarise himself with the main features of the accompaniment.

This new edition contains important changes to the tempo indications in the first publication of 1972.
Solo parts are provided both in B flat (treble clef) and C (bass clef).

There are three versions of this concerto:

a) for euphonium and brass band. The full score (Cat. No. 09 0604) and set of parts (Cat. No. 09 0604 01)
are on sale.

b) for euphonium and chamber orchestra (0201-2000-strings). The full score and set of parts are
available on hire from the publisher.

c) as a bassoon concerto, with the chamber-orchestra accompaniment as above, the bassoon playing
from the bass clef solo part provided here, using the ossias marked.

The work is recorded on Columbia TWO 418 (1973) and Chandos CHAN 8793 (1989)

Duration: 16 minutes

© Copyright 1991 Novello & Company Limited

All Rights Reserved Printed in Great Britain

No part of this publication may be copied or reproduced in any form or
by any means without the prior permission of Novello & Company Limited

Novello & Co. Ltd. welcomes information about performances of this work:
details should be sent to the Performance Promotion Department at the above address.



Commissioned by the National Brass Band Championships of }E‘vreat Britain
with funds made available by the Arts Council of Great Britain.
World Premigre: Royal Albert Hall, London — 14 October 1972

Soloist: Trevor Groom
with the G.U.S. Footwear band conducted by Stanley H. Boddington
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